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our promise to provide them with the support and services they need to 
protect their communities. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 20 through May 26, 
2012, as Emergency Medical Services Week. I encourage all Americans to 
observe this occasion by sharing their support with their local EMS pro-
viders and taking steps to improve their personal safety and preparedness. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-first day 
of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand twelve, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-sixth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8825 of May 21, 2012 

National Safe Boating Week, 2012 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

For generations, Americans have enjoyed our scenic lakes, rivers, and 
oceans as places for rest and recreation, sharing with friends and family a 
well-loved tradition. During National Safe Boating Week, we renew our 
commitment to safe, responsible practices on our Nation’s waterways. 

By planning ahead and taking basic safety precautions, boat operators and 
passengers can help prevent needless accidents and deaths. Before going 
out on the water, boaters can minimize the risk of accident or injury by 
taking a boating safety course, performing a vessel safety check, filing a 
float plan with a friend or family member prior to departure, and carefully 
assessing weather conditions. Operators and passengers alike can stay safe 
by wearing a life jacket at all times, and by forgoing alcohol consumption 
while on or operating a boat. 

The United States Coast Guard continues to collaborate with organizations 
and governments across our country to prevent loss of life, personal harm, 
and property damage associated with unsafe recreational boating. As we 
mark National Safe Boating Week, let us reflect on that important mission 
and resolve to do our part to ensure America’s waterways are safe and se-
cure for all. 

In recognition of the importance of safe boating practices, the Congress, by 
joint resolution approved June 4, 1958 (36 U.S.C. 131), as amended, has au-
thorized and requested the President to proclaim annually the 7-day period 
prior to Memorial Day weekend as ‘‘National Safe Boating Week.’’ 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, do hereby proclaim May 19 through May 25, 2012, as National 
Safe Boating Week. I encourage all Americans who participate in boating 
activities to observe this occasion by learning more about safe boating prac-
tices and taking advantage of boating education. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-first day 
of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand twelve, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-sixth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8826 of May 21, 2012 

National Small Business Week, 2012 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

For centuries, America’s progress has been driven by pioneers who think 
big, take risks, and work hard. Where their ideas take root, we find inven-
tions that can change the way we live. And when their businesses take off, 
they fuel an engine of economic growth and job creation that moves Amer-
ica forward. During National Small Business Week, we celebrate the gen-
erations of entrepreneurs who have given their all to realize a dream, and 
we renew our promise to help their businesses grow, hire, and succeed. 

Because small businesses are the backbone of our economy, we must en-
sure our country recovers and rebuilds not only from the top down, but 
also from the bottom up and the middle out. That is how we will forge an 
America built to last, and that is why my Administration continues to 
widen the circle of opportunity for our workers and our businesses. Since 
I took office, we have repeatedly cut taxes for small businesses and ex-
panded access to the capital they need to thrive. We launched the Startup 
America initiative, which has connected entrepreneurs to mentorship op-
portunities, cut red tape that would limit their success, and accelerated in-
novation in critical industries like health care, clean energy, and education. 
I was proud to sign the America Invents Act, which is helping entre-
preneurs and businesses bring their inventions to market as quickly as pos-
sible. Through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act and the Small 
Business Jobs Act, the Small Business Administration has supported over 
$70 billion in lending to small businesses nationwide, and agencies across 
my Administration have taken action to make Government a more effective 
resource for entrepreneurs. 

Yet, when Americans who want to work cannot find a job, we know we 
must do more. Last month, I was proud to sign the Jumpstart Our Business 
Startups Act, a bipartisan bill that enables ordinary Americans to invest in 
entrepreneurs they believe in. I was also proud to announce the Small 
Business Network of the Americas and the Women’s Entrepreneurship in 
the Americas initiative, which—coupled with new Free Trade Agreements 
with Korea, Colombia, and Panama—will help unlock new markets for 
companies of all sizes, expand small business exports, and support the 
broad-based economic growth that is essential to our prosperity. And ear-
lier this year, we launched Business USA—a new online platform to give 
businesses full access to the resources they need at every stage of develop-
ment. Moving forward, we will continue to promote tax reform to ease bur-
dens on small businesses and entrepreneurs. And we will seek out new 
ways to help our companies grow by opening up the global marketplace, 
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